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PROGRAM NOTES

In his own words, Leroy Anderson (1908-1975) described his compositions as “concert
music with a pop quality.” In that spirit, and armed with a mastery of orchestration and
infectious sense of humor, Mr. Anderson was particularly successful in writing descrip-
tive pieces that borrowed sounds and rhythms from “outside” of the musical world. He
incorporated effects such as the ticking of a clock (Syncopated Clock), the clicking of a
typewriter (The Typewriter), and the ringing of sleigh bells (Sleigh Ride) into melodies that
have become American classics. Many of his compositions were introduced and popularized
by Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra, with whom he had a long association as

arranger and occasional conductor.

A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL, originally scored in 1952, combines tunes from the secular and
religious celebrations of the holiday. Leroy Anderson has encompassed the joy, celebration,
and spirit of Christmas in his settings of “Joy to the World,” “Deck the Halls,” “God Rest
Ye Merry, Gentlemen,” “Good King Wenceslas, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “The First

Noel,” “Silent Night,” “Jingle Bells,” and “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

With great reverence to Mr. Anderson, | have attempted to carefully reset and edit this
holiday classic in order to make his masterwork accessible to a wider range of performing
ensembles. It is my hope that this edition will help preserve the place of this wonderful piece

in the standard repertoire for the modern concert band.

I'hope that you and your band find A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL to be a valued addition to your

library and holiday concert program. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!

— Gt

A Christmas Festival

FULL SCORE By Leroy Andersgn
Approx. Duration - 5:45 Transcribed by Robert W. Smith
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