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OKLAHOMAL! is justly renowned for being one of the most important of all works composed for
the American musical theater. This show began the celebrated collaboration between Richard Rodgers
and Oscar Hammerstein II, both of whom were well-known figures on Broadway. This collaboration
was to create such lasting masterpieces for the stage as CAROUSEL, SOUTH PACIFIC, THE KING AND
I, and THE SOUND OF MUSIC; STATE FAIR for the Hollywood screen; and CINDERELLA for
television. OKLAHOMAL! is also the first American musical to integrate the musical numbers so
thoroughly into the fabric of the drama that the seams between speech and singing seem to disappear.
While Rodgers had incorporated some elements of ballet into ON YOUR TOES (which he had written
with Lorenz Hart) the ballets in ON YOUR TOES are not in any way connected with the plot. The
extended ballet in OKLAHOMA! plays a major role in the development of the story (coincidentally, the
OKLAHOMA! ballet was the introduction to the Broadway stage of the immensely talented
choreographer Agnes de Mille). OKLAHOMA! is also famous for being a “non-star” vehicle, in that it
was designed in such a way that it does not need the presence of great “star” performers to be effective.
Though both Rodgers and Hammerstein worked with a number of other creative and talented men, it is
generally acknowledged that their collaboration with each other marked the high point of their careers.

Rodgers and Hammerstein wisely recognized the need to secure the services of the finest talent
in every area of this musical. Robert Russell Bennett, well-known to band conductors today as the
composer of SUITE OF OLD AMERICAN DANCES and SYMPHONIC SONGS FOR BAND, was also,
without question, the finest orchestrator and arranger of his day. Though equally gifted in writing for
both band and orchestra, his services were in such demand that he was not always available to pen a
medley of selections from every show that he orchestrated. While Bennett gave the band world first
class medleys from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s THE KING AND I and THE SOUND OF MUSIC, he
had no part in any of the band medleys from OKLAHOMA! that have ever been printed. This edition of
selections from OKLAHOMA! seeks to remedy this unfortunate situation.

This set of selections from OKLAHOMA! has been faithfully transcribed from the masterful
orchestral medley that Robert Russell Bennett constructed in 1944. Several of the selections have been
transposed to more “band friendly” keys, but all details from Bennett's wonderful orchestration have
been faithfully preserved. Though high school musicians may find the technical demands of Bennett’s
writing to be particularly challenging, it is hoped that the more mature musicians to be found in
America’s adult community bands will appreciate the opportunity to familiarize themselves with these
wonderful tunes in a setting which is both faithful to the original intent of the creators, and is also
entertaining to the audience.

Tf it is found that this arrangement of selections from OKLAHOMA! is too long, the following
cuts are suggested. These cuts also have the effect of eliminating some of the less well-known songs
from the medley.

Cut from circle 1 (measure 25) to circle 2 [eliminating the first reference to “Pore Jud is Daid”
and “People Will Say We're In Love”].

Cut from the downbeat of measure 186 to the downbeat of measure 234 [eliminating “Out Of
My Dreams” from the medley].

Cut from circle 12 to circle 13, instructing the members of the band to play their downbeat
eighth-note at circle 12 (English Horn, Solo and 1st Clarinets, Bass Clarinet and Bassoons should
not sustain) followed by the sustained whole note in the 1st Horn at circle 13 [eliminating “Pore
Jud is Daid” and a second reference to “Oh, What A Beautiful Mornin'”].

Cut from 17A to the Allegro con brio, measure 429 [eliminating “Kansas City”].

If “Kansas City” is left in, a cut can be taken from the Allegro con brio, measure 429, to circle 21,
measure 461 [eliminating “Farmer Dance’].
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